
 
 

TOWN OF NORTH REDINGTON BEACH 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 09, 2006 
 

CALL TO ORDER   
 Mayor Bill Queen called the February 09. 2006 regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Meeting 
was held at the Town Hall building, 190 - 173rd Avenue, North Redington Beach, Florida. 
PRESENT: Mayor Queen, Vice Mayor Knight, Commissioners Richard Bennett, Curtis Blocker and Gary 

Curtis 
OTHERS: Jodie Anderly, Jim and Ronnie Baldanza, Joe and Terry Baldanza, Henry Browning, Mr. 

Bruce, Leo Butch, Jeannie Carlson, Beach Beacon, Tim Condron, Sheila Crane, John Creighton, 
Dawn Curtis, Ted Dahl, Steve Dante, Jim Deats, Jeannine and Robert Euneman, Bo and Steve 
Freidman, Marilyn Hall, Raymond Jagielski, Priscilla and Thomas Johnson, Louise Kahana, Liz 
Limroth, Robert C. Mal___, Becky Moultrie, G. Dennie and Karen Neilson, Frank Novak, Bob Papolos, 
Ian Pierce, Harold Radcliffe, Attorney George Rahdert, Randy Rozelle, Kai and Ted Sonnenschein, 
Steve Suzanski, Joanne Templeton, Sharon Whipple, Avril D. Woodard, Gordon Beardsley and 
Elizabeth Freeman from Pinellas County Planning Dept., and others 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 Mayor Queen led the group in the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT  - (15 MINUTES FOR ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA) 
• Jim Baldanza, Dolphin Drive, pointed out the possible danger of having the crosswalk at the 

Doubletree Hotel adjacent to a loading zone.  Mayor Queen felt the marked area is the safest to cross, 
and the trucks in the loading zone are there for short periods of time.  He will look into the situation. 

• Former Commissioner Ray Jagielski, Dolphin Drive, expressed his disturbance with a letter to the 
editor published in the Tampa Tribune, which he read to the group.  The letter writer would like to see 
the elimination of "Lilliputian" communities, which includes approximately nine in Pinellas County, since 
the state now requires a population of 5,000 or more for incorporation. The letter pointed out the 
problems and costs involved with many small towns.  Mr. Jagielski asked the mayor to respond to the 
letter.   

• Former Mayor Radcliffe, South Bath Club Blvd., congratulated the Board for the work they have 
accomplished and the fact they are steady and stable.  He is proud of what the town does, small or 
not. 

• Leo Butch, Bath Club Circle, stated the palm trees cast shadows, which makes it more difficult to see 
pedestrians crossing in the crosswalks.  Push button lights would solve the problem.  Mayor Queen 
told of his work with FDOT to establish one light at our most-used crosswalk, which probably is the one 
at the Doubletree.  He will be working with BIGC to hopefully establish others on the Boulevard. 

• Bob Papolos, Gulf Boulevard, suggested the deputies working the crosswalks should be more visible 
so that cars will slow down.  Mayor Queen agreed and will reinforce the instructions to be visible. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA:  JANUARY 12, 2006 REGULAR MEETING AND JANUARY 26, 2006 SPECIAL 

MEETING MINUTES 
  Commissioner Bennett made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Blocker 
seconded the motion and the vote was: 
 Commissioner Blocker  Yes  Vice Mayor Knight  Yes 
 Commissioner Bennett  Yes  Commissioner Curtis  Yes 
 Mayor Queen    Yes 
Motion carried.  Consent agenda approved. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
 
A. ORDINANCE 2005-611, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF NORTH REDINGTON BEACH, 

FLORIDA AMENDING THE TOWN OF NORTH REDINGTON BEACH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
BY ADOPTING A LONG RANGE VISION FOR THE TOWN, AMENDING THE GOALS, 
OBJECTIV4ES AND POLICIES OF EACH ELEMENT OF THE PLAN TO ADDRESS CURRENT 
CONDITIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES; ADOPTING THE GULF BOULEVARD PLANNING 
CORRIDOR, AMENDING FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES AND DESCRIPTIONS; AND 
OTHERWISE ADOPTING ALL OF THE COMPONENTS OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
REUIRED TO BE ADOPTED BY SECTION 163.3177 F.S., AND SECTION 9J-5.005, F.A.C.; 
PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF THE SUPPORTING DATA, MAPS AND TABLES THAT ARE 
NOT REQUIRED TO BE ADOPTED; ADOPTING REQUIRED CONTENTS OF THE ADOPTED 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; PROVIDING FOR REVISED ELEMENT TITLES; PROVIDING FOR 
PURPOSE AND INTENT; PROVIDING FOR OTHER MODIFICATIONS THAT MAY ARISE FROM 
REVIEW OF THIS ORDINANCE AT THE PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR WITH RESPONSIBLE 
PARTIES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR LOCATION OF RECORDS; AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  SECOND AND FINAL READING. 
Mayor Queen read a statement regarding the Dept. of Community Affairs' efforts to better inform 

citizens concerning the compliance of comprehensive plans.  The ordinance was read by title.  
Commissioner Bennett made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2005-611 and Commissioner Blocker seconded 
the motion.  Vice Mayor Knight explained that "severability" means if one part of the plan were found to be 
not in compliance, the remaining parts would not be affected.  There was no public input, so the roll was 
called resulting in the following vote: 

Commissioner Curtis  Yes  Commissioner Bennett  Yes 
Vice Mayor Knight  Yes  Commissioner Blocker  Yes 
Mayor Queen   Yes 

Motion carried.  Ordinance 2005-611 adopted. 
 
B. ORDINANCE 2005-613 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF NORTH REDINGTON BEACH, 

AMENDING THE TOWN�S FUTURE LAND USE MAP; CHANGING THE LAND USE ON 
APPROXIMATELY 1.768 ACRES ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF GULF BLVD. (WINE CELLAR) 
FROM RESIDENTIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL TO RESIDENTIAL HIGH AND RESORT FACILITIES 
OVERLAY; PROVIDING FOR OTHER MODIFICATIONS THAT MAY ARISE FROM REVIEW OF 
THIS ORDINANCE AT THE PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR WITH RESPONSIBLE PARTIES, 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR LOCATION OF RECORDS; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
The town clerk read the ordinance by title.  Mayor Queen explained the process by which these 

ordinances got to this point having passed the scrutiny of planning agencies at the county, regional, and 
state levels. The reviewers of the amendment have been very complimentary of the Town's efforts to 
sustain tourist facilities.  The setback rules that it will have to adhere to are more restrictive than CL 
zoning.  The Mayor spoke of an article listing the numbers of tourist facilities lost over the past couple of 
years.  North Redington Beach has lost 130 units in the last five years and 82 more are slated to go.   

Public input was asked for and the following people spoke: 
• Liz Limroth, Gull Harbor Apartments, said she is looking forward to having the Wine Cellar property 

redeveloped.  However, because this land use change was coming without any drawings of specifically 
what will be built was premature.  She felt the Town could exercise more control over the project 
before giving the owners what they want than after they get it.  She urged more study, more 
background research. 

 In answer Vice Mayor Knight explained the land use change needed to be accomplished before the 
developer could start drawings.  He pointed out the Board has much more control over development 
than ever before because of the site plan review process and design criteria that are in place.  These 
two land use changes are also part of the comprehensive plan amendment just passed.  Pinellas 
Planning Council is considering increasing the density ratio between residential and tourist facilities, 
which would allow more tourist density, this change is not out of character with what they are 
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considering. 
• Raymond Jagielski, Dolphin Drive, mentioned he had not received a letter that was passed out to 

residents of the town.  He stated his feelings that not just this property but the whole east side of Gulf 
Boulevard should be changed to encourage tourist facilities.  He complimented Ms. Limroth on her 
buildings and agreed the Wine Cellar property needs to be redeveloped.  He expressed concerns that 
NRB could be left behind because developers need to know what can be done on a property.   

 Commissioner Curtis explained he and his daughters distributed the letters throughout town.  He 
apologized if someone was missed.  They did their best.  He further explained the letter was at his 
initiative and his cost.  The town was not at fault. 

 Vice Mayor Knight explained that during the course of the comprehensive study changing the 
whole east side of the Boulevard was considered.  The workgroup felt dealing with each property 
separately was the better way, because it allows control and because many of the properties abut 
single-family districts.  The Board also believes it is better to look at development individually.  The 
whole Gulf Boulevard corridor will have to be examined with the EAR process.  The Boulevard is the 
spine of the Town and things could change. 

  Commissioner Blocker pointed out the Town has been working on the Wine Cellar property for 
about seven months and each new development, except single family homes must go through the site 
plan review process.   

 Jim Baldanza supported the change saying there are a few other properties on Gulf Boulevard that 
need work. 

• Sharon Whipple, Second Street East, opposed the change saying from St. Pete Beach to Clearwater 
Beach development is a nightmare.  She believes rules in place should prevail.   

 Commissioner Blocker inserted the height of the building can only be 40 feet above the base flood 
elevation compared to Gulf Harbor, which is 70 feet above the crown of the road.   

 Mayor Queen observed that the land will be developed.  A four-story sports bar could be built now. 
 The land use change will allow the town to control what is to be built there and what it will look like.   

• Steve Dante, Second Street East, expressed concern about the number of units to be built and stated 
he sees no benefit to homeowners.  The streets will be much busier. 

 Commissioner Blocker informed Mr. Dante one thing he could look forward to with the new 
development was more green space on the Wine Cellar property. 

• Harold Radcliffe, South Bath Club Boulevard, reiterated the regrettable loss of tourist facilities over the 
past ten plus years.  Tourists have helped keep taxes low and their patronage allows restaurants and 
businesses stay open to make our quality of life better.  Everyone must realize the impact of tourist 
facilities on the infrastructure is less than that of permanent residents, and the ratio of residential to 
tourist facilities should reflect that difference.  He complimented the Board on their efforts on the west 
side of Gulf Boulevard and felt this was a good first step for the east side. 

• Frank Novak, North Bath Club Boulevard, assured those present as a member, the Planning and  
Zoning Board will look closely at the benefit of any development to the community through their site 
plan review of the project. 

• Joanne Templeton, South Bath Club Boulevard, expressed her concern with the infrastructure and its 
capacity to handle additional development.   

• Terry Baldanza, Dolphin Drive, applauded the Wine Cellar and the Sonnenschein family for their 
ongoing support of the town and felt they would build nothing that would not benefit the town.  
Something needs to be done to stem the loss of tourist rooms because taxes could raise without tourist 
spending.   

• Avril Woodard, 173rd Avenue, uttered her concern on how the increased parking needs would be 
handled. 

• Kai Sonnenschein, General Manager of the Wine Cellar, said they have no actual plans, but whatever 
was designed would have to go through the scrutiny of the review of the design criteria and the site 
plan.  There may be a two-story parking garage, but they would make sure it looks good.  When asked 
about developing a hotel using the current density, which would allow 44 units, Mr. Sonnenschein 
explained his father owns 51% of the business and the partners, who own 49%, want out.  The 
additional density is the way they can pay off the partners. 
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• Louise Kahana, Bath Club Circle, said the well-loved Wine Cellar helps offer a sense of 
"neighborhood", which she would like to retain.  At the very least, she would like to keep the restaurant 
and keep the current density. 

 Commissioner Blocker let the audience know each owner of a tourist facility was questioned about 
ways to stop them from selling or building condos.  Most owners thought hotel use could not work with 
the present density.  He also pointed out, the building at the property in question will be the same size 
whatever its use. 

 Vice Mayor Knight made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2005-613.  Commissioner Bennett seconded 
the motion. Commissioner Curtis explained he distributed his letter with some of the facts about this 
property because he felt more citizen input was needed and the other board members felt they rely on the 
original resident survey.  His purpose was to inform and to solicit comments in order to make a community 
decision.  He passed out two hundred fifty letters and met some great people.  The results of the survey in 
writing using the information at hand were nine for the land use change and 31 against.  He then read 
letters from Cherie Walker who was not opposed to the change but was concerned about making the Gulf 
Boulevard/173rd Avenue intersection more dangerous; and from Mr. Lattner who expressed consternation 
that the Wine Cellar would not continue in its present form and opposed the change because of the 
increased density and presumed impact on the infrastructure.   
 Commissioner Curtis said he is not opposing the Wine Cellar, but would like to see the restaurant 
renovated and a hotel built within the current density if at all possible.  Because Pinellas County is the 
most densely populated county in the State, he has concerns about streets, bridges, water, etc.  He 
pointed out once the additional density is given, it is not negotiated downward during site plan review.   
 Vice Mayor Knight explained the comprehensive plan requires a standard of service commensurate 
with those adopted by the State and County before any development can be considered.  In no instance 
will anything be permitted that would lower those standards.  Pinellas Planning Council, Board of County 
Commissioners, Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council, Florida Dept. of Community Affairs, State and 
Transportation, Southwest Florida Water Management District, etc. have all reviewed our new  comp plan 
and each level reviews level of service standards.  They have approved the density change.  In fact, at all 
the levels of review have complimented NRB on the way the process was done.  We are being used as a 
model. 
 Mr. Butch opined that all those agencies don't live here, but it was pointed out the members of the 
Planning and Zoning Board and Board of Commissioners do. 
 There being no further discussion, a roll call vote was take and the result was: 
 Commissioner Blocker  Yes  Vice Mayor Knight  Yes 
 Commissioner Bennett  Yes  Commissioner Curtis   No 
 Mayor Queen    Yes 
Motion carried.  Ordinance 2005-613 adopted. 
 
C. ORDINANCE 2005-614, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF NORTH REDINGTON BEACH, 

AMENDING THE TOWN'S LAND USE MAP; CHANGING THE LAND USE OF TWO PARCELS 
(RADCLIFFE PARK) FROM RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN TO RECREATION/OPEN SPACE; 
PROVIDING FOR OTHER MODIFICATIONS THAT MAY ARISE FROM REVIEW OF THIS 
ORDINANCE AT THE PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR WITH RESPONSIBLE PARTIES, PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR LOCATION OF RECORDS; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.  SECOND AND FINAL READING. 
Commissioner Bennett made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2005-614 following the reading of the 

ordinance by title.  Commissioner Curtis seconded the motion.  There was no public input.  Vice Mayor 
Knight explained this was simply cosmetic to match the land use to the actual use of the park.  The vote 
on the motion was: 

Commissioner Curtis   Yes  Commissioner Bennett Yes 
Vice Mayor Knight   Yes  Commissioner Blocker Yes 
Mayor Queen    Yes 

Motion carried.  Ordinance 2005-614 adopted. 
 
D. ORDINANCE 2006-619, AN ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO RENTAL OF RESIDENTIAL 
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DWELLING UNITS; AMENDING SECTION 78-1, PROVIDING THAT RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
UNITS SHALL NOT BE RENTED FOR LESS THAN NINETY (90) DAYS; ADDING SECTION 98-
351© PROVIDING FOR EVIDENCE OF RENTAL FOR LESS THAN NINETY (90) DAYS; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  SECOND 
AND FINAL READING. 
The ordinance was read by title by the Town Clerk.  Commissioner Bennett moved to approve and 

Commissioner Curtis seconded.  Again, this will put some teeth into the ordinance, cleaning it up and 
listing ways to prove the owner is renting the property for less than ninety days.  The roll call vote was: 
 Commissioner Blocker  Yes  Vice Mayor Knight  Yes 
 Commissioner Bennett  Yes  Commissioner Curtis  Yes 
 Mayor Queen    Yes 
Motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. APPOINTMENT TO FILL MEMBERSHIP VACANCIES ON THE PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD 

John Creighton recommended Joe Baldanza be returned to his seat as a member of the Planning 
and Zoning Board.  Mr. Baldanza took leave and would like to come back and the Planning and Zoning 
Board held the spot open since his extension expired.  The P & Z Board voted to recommend Ted Dahl as 
an alternative when Marilyn Hall moves.  He has showed interest in membership on the Board for  several 
years,but because Ms. Hall lives in his complex and was already on the Board, he was passed over.  Ms. 
Hall has recently stated she will be moving.  Vice Mayor Knight made a motion to support the 
recommendation and appoint Joe Baldanza as a member and Ted Dahl as an alternate to the Planning 
and Zoning Board.  Commissioner Blocker seconded the motion. The call of the roll resulted in this vote: 

Commissioner Curtis   Yes  Commissioner Bennett  Yes 
Vice Mayor Knight   Yes  Commissioner Blocker  Yes 
Mayor Queen    Yes 

Motion carried.  Mr. Baldanza appointed member, Mr. Dahl appointed alternate. 
 
B. MISCELLANEOUS 

Commissioner Blocker expressed appreciation for those in attendance for their civility and adult 
behavior.  Mayor Queen also thanked everyone for coming and for his or her input.  He expressed the 
Board's pledge to do what is best for the Town and make sure new buildings look good. 
 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
     Sharon V. Proehl, CMC 
     Town Clerk 
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