
 

 
 

TOWN OF NORTH REDINGTON BEACH, FLORIDA 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2003 
 

The September 26, 2003 Special Public Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to discuss the 
undergrounding project was called to order at 6:01 P.M. by Mayor Harold Radcliffe at the Town 
Hall, 190 - 173rd Avenue, North Redington Beach. The following were present: 
Commission:  Mayor Harold Radcliffe, Vice Mayor Richard Bennett, Commissioners Gary D. 
Curtis and Raymond D. Jagielski arrived later.  Commissioner Knight was unable to attend. 
Others:  Mr. & Mrs. Allan Storma, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Novak, Henry Browning, Carol Gannon and 
Joan Flynn (St. Pete Beach), Sue and Michael Moffa, Peter Arps, Rich Lokan, Karen Zieman 
Tim Condron, Ian Pierce, Bob and Jeanine Euneman, Sandy and Charlie Oestreich, and other 
residents; Jim Nearhoof with the contractor Viasys; Don Anthony and Pat Burke with Bright 
House Networks; Sam Nixon, Terry Mills, Donnie Miller and Nancy Loehr with Progress Entergy. 
  
SUBJECT:  UNDERGROUNDING 
 Mayor Radcliffe explained to those present this project was started in 1994, but sidelined until 
one and a half to two years ago.  The 3 utilities will underground their service in all the residential 
districts in town. Gulf Boulevard will not be part of this project.  Progress Energy has undertaken to do 
the undergrounding work and has arrangements with the other utilities to minimize problems.  Each 
utility will pull their cables.  The Town has already paid to have engineers from each utility estimate 
costs.  The Town will pay $1,890,000± for everything in the rights-of-way.  Anything else is the 
responsibility of the property owners.  Progress Energy has worked with three electrical contractors, 
Melton Electric, A-1 Connections and Electric Connection to complete the underground hookup to 
each house, including up to 80 feet of electric wire, taking the old meter off, putting the new one on 
and cutting the leader to the roof.  Verizon and Bright House wire is included in the overall cost. 
 The procedure will be, when Viasys has stubbed in 10 to 12 homes, Progress Energy will notify 
the property owners so they are aware of what is going on.  It is important that the electrical work at 
the house is done in coordination with the connecting to the main lines or the project could be stopped 
or the home could be without power for a longer than normal time.   
 If a homeowner chooses, they can have their electrician get the permit and get the meter box 
ready, but laying the 80 feet± of wire will be done by Viasys at a cost of $384.18 + trenching costs.  
The cost of a meter box is $600.  If the homeowner agrees to have Progress Energy's electricians do 
the work, coordination with hookup is ensured, and a separate bill for $75.00 per month will be 
received for the following 24 months---interest free.  There would be no charge to the homeowner if 
their utilities have already been undergrounded.   
 Mr. Mills pointed out samples of the transformers and pedestals to be placed throughout the 
town.  Doors on the transformers will face the house, so the transformers can be landscaped on the 
street side.  The doors must remain accessible.  The pedestals have a small hasp and ring lock which 
need to be kept available.  He stated where there is now a pole, there will be one of these two devices. 
 Drawings of device placement by Progress Energy and Bright House were made available for those 
interested in seeing what, if anything, would be on their property. 
 The following information was gleaned from questions asked and answers given during the 
meeting: 
1. There will be no trenches from Progress Energy--all directional boring.  Then cable will be 



 

pulled through. 
2. If sprinkler lines are damaged, they will be repaired by the contractor. 
3. Any trench for electrical cable must be 3 feet deep.  It was emphasized that digging trenches is 

difficult in beach areas because the soil is either sand or coral.  Caution was advised. 
4. For duplexes the cost will be $1,800 plus some, but Progress Energy will keep the cost as low 

as possible. 
5. The Code of Ordinances of the Town requires properties to go underground at the time the 

utilities companies convert the supply lines from overhead to underground. 
6. Service will not be available if you don't go underground, or if you don't pay for the 

undergrounding. 
7. Building Codes will not permit tapping into another underground line. 
8. The undergrounding can be done without anyone at home unless there is an appliance on.  

Then someone would have to turn off the breakers. 
9. The contractor explained the ditch witch will be on private properties when making the street 

crossings, but they are making every effort to minimize the damage and will make everything 
right. 

10. Everyone's power will be out for approximately two hours while the electrician is working.  If 
private electrician is not available at exactly the right time, this outage time could increase. 

11. There are 350± conversions in Town. 
 The new street lighting plan was then discussed.  The Board of Commissioners decided on a 
lower pole with a more modern fixture called the Sanibel.  There are now 80 light poles and there will 
be 125 new fixtures leased from Progress Energy.  The lights are 175 watts which are quite bright 
compared to the 50 watt lights on Bath Club Concourse. 
 Mr. Nixon of Progress Energy said all other communities are looking at North Redington 
Beach.  NRB residents are fortunate to have the town pay the 1.9 million dollars without putting it to 
the citizens over the next twenty years.  Credit was given to former Mayor Bill Wadsworth for his 
foresight in setting financial policies and plans that made this project possible.     

Everyone was encouraged to look at the maps available at Town Hall to locate any devices on 
their property.  Bright House drawings show two types of pedestals, a 9" round one and a "doghouse" 
type which is 3.5' wide by 18" deep and 2.5' high.  Street light plans can also be viewed at Town Hall. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:02 p.m. 
       
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
   Sharon V. Proehl, CMC 
       Town Clerk  
 


