
 
 

TOWN OF NORTH REDINGTON BEACH, FLORIDA 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 11, 2003 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 Mayor Radcliffe called the December 11, 2003 regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting 
was held at the Town Hall building, 190 - 173rd Avenue, North Redington Beach. 
Commissioners Present:  Mayor Radcliffe, Vice Mayor Bennett, Commissioner Curtis, Commissioner 

Jagielski, and Commissioner Knight 
Others Present:  Joe Baldanza, Curtis Blocker, Patty and Larry Brown, Henry Browning, Jeanne Carlson, 
Beach Beacon, Ted Dahl, Mr. and Mrs. Hecht, Rick Johnson, Frank Novak, Nancy Loehr and Terry Mills, 
Progress Energy, Ian Pierce,  Bill Queen and others 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Mayor Radcliffe led the audience in the pledge to our flag. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT     The need to reattach one of the light covers in the meeting room was noted. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  NOVEMBER 13, 2003 MINUTES  
 Commissioner Knight made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Motion seconded by 
Commissioner Jagielski and approved by affirmation.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   There was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. RECOMMENDATIONS OF PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD REGARDING 

1. LOT COVERAGE 
 Mr. Peck had an ordinance available anticipating P & Z's recommendations in the RS-60 district..  
Commissioner Jagielski made a motion to first discuss the issue and Commissioner Curtis seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Queen read the recommendations made by Planning and Zoning, which were: 
• RS-60 zoning district:    Lot coverage 60 percent, Floor area ratio up to 45% of the lot area, and 

requirement of a hard-surface driveway; 
• CT zoning district:         Lot coverage 60 percent; 
• RM-15 zoning district:   Lot coverage 60 percent. 

Mr. Johnson of the County Building Department explained Floor area ratio is the gross floor area of 
the building only divided by the lot area.  It was determined during the ensuing discussion that gross floor 
area should include only the ground level floor and any protrusions outside the footprint on a second story.  
It is that enhanced  footprint of the structure divided by the lot area that would result in the floor area ratio.  
The definition of "Floor area (gross) needs to be amended in the Code of Ordinances.  Mr. Johnson stated 
the FAR would leave 15% of lot coverage to be used for driveways, pool decks, etc.   

It was decided hard-surface driveways would not be required until renovation or changes were 
made to the driveway.  Commissioner Curtis cautioned  new construction should be built within the rules.   

Mr. Queen stated the Planning and Zoning Board members felt changing the lot coverage in both 
CT and RM-15 districts to 60% should be sufficient to meet the needs of the owners in those districts, but 
added they would re-address the issue if problems arise.   A   

Mr. Peck read the ordinance by title as follows:  "Ordinance 2003-578, ORDINANCE 
PERTAINING TO RS-60 SINGLE FAMILY ZONING DISTRICT, PROVIDING FOR A FLOOR AREA 
RATIO NOT TO EXCEED 45%; PROVIDING FOR AN IMPERVIOUS SURFACE RATIO NOT TO 
EXCEED 60%; PROVIDING FOR OFF-STREET PARKING TO BE A PERMANENT SOLID SURFACE, 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE, PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  Commissioner 
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Jagielski made a motion to pass on first reading the ordinance written by Mr. Peck regarding the RS-60 
zoning district with the change in definition of gross floor area to incorporate the discussion of the Board.  
Commissioner Knight seconded the motion.  No further discussion occurred and a roll call vote was taken.   
 Commissioner Curtis        Yes 
 Vice Mayor Bennett        Yes 
 Commissioner Jagielski       Yes 
 Commissioner Knight        Yes 
 Mayor Radcliffe        Yes 
Motion carried.  Ordinance 2003-578 passed on first reading. 
 Commissioner Knight made a motion to direct the attorney to prepare ordinances addressing the 
recommendations of Planning and Zoning Board with regard to the CT and RM-15 zoning districts and to 
redefine floor area ratio so that it is clear the building footprint rather than the gross floor area be divided by 
lot area.  Commissioner Jagielski seconded the motion and a roll call resulted in the following vote: 
 Commissioner Knight       Yes 
 Commissioner Jagielski      Yes 
 Vice Mayor Bennett       Yes 
 Commissioner Curtis       Yes 
 Mayor Radcliffe       Yes 
Motion carried. 
    

2. HEIGHTS OF SEAWALLS 
Mr. Queen stated the Planning and Zoning Board recommended making the maximum, non-

mandatory height of seawalls 4.25 feet NAVD to the top of the cap.  The seawall need not be contiguous to 
the adjacent seawall.  He explained there would be no gaps in the seawall, but the heights of neighboring 
seawalls may be different.  Surveys were done showing the highest existing seawall in town is lower than 
4.25 NAVD.  This change would protect the property behind the seawall.  

Mr. Bartelt questioned how the stormwater would get off the property on the waterside if it didn't go 
over the seawall and was told the water would have to be channeled through weep-holes in the seawall 
because the water cannot go onto neighboring properties.  The height of the lowest floor of the house 
should be given some consideration when determining the height of the seawall as well. 

Mr. Peck read Ordinance 2003-579, ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO SEAWALLS, AMENDING 
SECTIONS 18-139(b)(9) AND (c) (9); PROVIDING FOR THE MAXIMUM HEIGHT TO BE 4.25 NAVD; 
PROVIDING FOR THE INCLUSION IN THE CODE, PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.    Commissioner 
Knight made a motion to pass Ordinance 2003-579, which was seconded by Commissioner Jagielski.  The 
roll call vote went as follows: 
 Commissioner Curtis        Yes 
 Vice Mayor Bennett        Yes 
 Commissioner Jagielski       Yes 
 Commissioner Knight        Yes 
 Mayor Radcliffe        Yes 
Motion carried.  Ordinance 2003-579 passed on first reading. 

 
B. PROGRESS REPORT FROM PROGRESS ENERGY RE UNDERGROUNDING - TERRY MILLS 
 Mr. Mills reported the progress made in the project as well as a few problems that had cropped up 
and been solved.  The following pertinent points were made: 
• For those who use Progress Energy's contractors, the cost will be billed separately, interest-free over a 

two-year period. 
• There will be 65 pedestals in town and it is not financially wise to underground all of them. 
• Verizon is waiting for as-built drawings from Progress Energy then they well begin pulling their cable.  It 

should take 90 days following that for them to complete their portion of the work. 
• Progress Energy is hoping to be finished with the preliminary undergrounding by March or April.  When 

the streetlights have been installed the old overhead poles will be removed. 
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• Approximately 80% of the meter boxes are overhead.  For those homes, P. E. contractors will remove 
the stack at the roofline and cap it.  They will take the pipe from the roof and the meter can out and 
replace it with an underground meter.  Service to the home will be maintained through temporary 
overhead service until the underground cables are energized.  When P. E. energizes the pedestal, the 
resident will be notified to see if they want P. E. contractors to do the electrical work.  For up to 80 feet, 
the cost to do the described work will be $1,850 including inspection and a profit margin. 

• Residents should clear a path 3 feet down at the meter location and 5 feet from the house. 
• Progress Energy only turns power off for non-payment.  If homeowners refuse to hook up to the 

underground system, North Redington Beach will pursue enforcement of the ordinance requiring 
hookup to underground service.   

• The Building Code may require the homeowner to upgrade his electric service panel at the time of the 
change to undergrounding adding to the cost. 

 
C. REQUEST FOR PARTIAL PAYMENT OF UNDERGROUNDING COSTS FROM PROGRESS 

ENERGY 
 In the original contract, North Redington Beach agreed to pay Progress Energy at the end of the 
work covered by the contract.  Verizon was to be paid in quarterly increments.  Progress Energy are now 
asking for something comparable to Verizon's agreement with N.R.B., $236,000, approximately 30% of the 
total bill.  Mayor Radcliffe recommended paying the 30%, Commissioner Jagielski made a motion to pay 
$236,000 now and Commissioner Knight seconded the motion.  Some discussion followed regarding 
Verizon's schedule of payments through which they have received half of their cost before doing any work.  
It was suggested Mayor Radcliffe talk with Verizon representatives and ascertain the last payment be held 
until the work is accomplished.  A roll call on the motion to pay Progress Energy $236,000 resulted in the 
following vote: 
 Commissioner Knight       Yes 
 Commissioner Jagielski      Yes 
 Vice Mayor Bennett       Yes 
 Commissioner Curtis       Yes 
 Mayor Radcliffe       Yes 
Motion carried. 
 
D. $500 FOR BIG C FOR LOBBYIST REGARDING BEACH RENOURISHMENT 
 Commissioner Jagielski made a motion to pay the Town's portion of the $5000 bill for beach 
maintenance lobbying costs through Florida Shore and Beaches Preservation Assn.  Commissioner Knight 
seconded the motion.  Mayor Radcliffe explained the renourishment funding process and problems on the 
Federal and state level.  This money will be used mostly at the state level to make sure the law passed 
providing a source of beach nourishment funding and the amount of funding Dennis Jones pushed through 
the legislature is adhered to.  A roll call vote was take with the following results: 
 Commissioner Curtis        Yes 
 Vice Mayor Bennett        Yes 
 Commissioner Jagielski       Yes 
 Commissioner Knight        Yes 
 Mayor Radcliffe        Yes 
Motion carried. 
 
E. PRESENTATION OF PLAQUE TO KAREN ZIEMAN, FORMER LIBRARY BOARD MEMBER 
 Deferred to the January meeting. 
 
F. MISCELLANEOUS. 
• Mayor Radcliffe informed those present North Redington Beach will have a mile-marker and showed a 

picture of the colorful signs which will aid tourists and businesses on Gulf Boulevard from Pass-A-Grill 
through Clearwater Beach. 
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• Mayor Radcliffe also reported his continuing efforts to get the $50 permit cost for the electrical permit 
for connecting the new underground meter cans to the existing electrical panels waived.   

• Mayor Radcliffe told the Commissioners and the audience of a growing effort to come up with ways to 
make tourist uses viable replacements for the "Mom and Pop" motels being torn down in the area.  One 
of the things being talked about is using a formula making hotel rooms some fraction of a condo unit. 

• Commissioner Knight reported Brian Smith of the Pinellas County Planning Department said they will 
update our comprehensive plan with the help of Planning & Zoning Board at some cost.  A timetable 
and cost estimate will be forthcoming. 

• A letter to all the businesses in town will be sent after the first of the year reporting the opportunity to list 
the business name, address and phone or link to their website and the cost of each. 

• A letter of complaint has been received about residents parking on their lawns rather than in a 
designated parking space.  Planning and Zoning will address the issue.   

• Another letter was received inquiring why the utilities on Gulf Boulevard could not be undergrounded 
and the reason given by the Board was the cost.  The project in the residential section is taking 
almost half of the money the Town has in reserve.  Doing Gulf Boulevard would probable take all the 
reserves and maybe more.  The Mayor felt it is a good idea to have the whole town's utilities 
underground, but not feasible at this time.  He will contact the correspondent. 

 
 There being no further business a motion to adjourn was made, seconded and approved.  The 
meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Sharon V. Proehl, CMC 
       Town Clerk 


